Operational Check Source Recalibration.
A formal protocol whereby a segregated source is used for later quality control trending and recalibration of operational sources is described. The method is of potential use for any quality radioactive assay program where multiple sources may be in use such that long term loss in activity is possible and not readily detected and corrected using common statistical assessment criteria. The method relies upon a rigorous initial characterization effort that can later be credited to minimize error propagation during recalibration to monitor the overall uncertainty budget. A simple example attachment for use in written procedures is also provided.